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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

1 . The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

2. Claims 1-3 and 5-9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Banerjee et al. (PGPUB 2007/0156394), hereinafter referenced as Banerjee in 
view of Robertson et al. (PGPUB 2006/0277213), hereinafter referenced as Robertson. 

Regarding claim 1 , Banerjee discloses a method of operating a jump bar of a 
contact manager, comprising the steps of: 

assigning a character code to a button of the jump bar (number items consistent 
with the selected characters; paragraph 0031), wherein the character code is uniquely 
associated with an alphanumeric character of a character set having a single character 
code uniquely associated with each alphanumeric character of a plurality of 
alphanumeric characters from a plurality of languages (different languages; paragraph 
0037); and 

displaying the retrieved contact information in a window of the contact manager 
(characters presented in the graphical user interface; paragraph 0007), but does not 
specifically teach retrieving contact information from a contacts information database by 
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comparing the assigned character code and the first alphanumeric character of the last 
names of contacts having associated contact information previously stored in the 
contacts information database. 

Robertson discloses a method of retrieving contact information from a contacts 
information database (address book interface) by comparing the assigned character 
code (letter) and the first alphanumeric character of the last names of contacts (last 
name) having associated contact information previously stored in the contacts 
information database (paragraphs 0077-0083 with figure 10), to easily locate and share 
personal information with other users. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill of the art to modify 
Banerjee's method as described above, to conduct a search of contacts of the 
respective user and the search may be limited in scope to users that satisfy one or more 
particular search criteria, such as users that reside in a particular region or are affiliated 
with a particular group (paragraph 0012), as taught by Robertson. 

Regarding claim 2, Banerjee discloses a method wherein the method further 
comprises a step of selecting the character code assigned to the button of the jump bar 
based at least in part upon the usage frequency (frequency index) of the associated 
alphanumeric character in the respective language thereof (paragraphs 0013 and 
0023). 

Regarding claim 3, Banerjee discloses a method wherein the method further 
comprises a step of determining respective weights (value) for the alphanumeric 
characters of the plurality of alphanumeric characters (paragraph 0023). 
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Regarding claim 5, Banerjee discloses a method wherein the assigned character 
code is a first character code and the button is a first button of the jump bar, wherein the 
first character code is associated with a first language, and wherein the method further 
comprises a step of assigning a second character code associated with a second 
language to a second button of the jump bar (paragraphs 0031 and 0037). 

Regarding claim 6, Banerjee discloses a method wherein the assigned character 
code is a first character code associated with a first language, and wherein the method 
further comprises a step of assigning a second character code associated with a 
second language to the button of the jump bar (paragraphs 0031 and 0037). 

Regarding claim 7, Banerjee discloses a method wherein the plurality of 
languages includes an Indie language (Indie languages; paragraph 0037). 

Regarding claim 8, Banerjee discloses a method of assigning character codes, 
but does not specifically teach wherein the character code is a first character code, and 
wherein the method further comprises a step of assigning a second character code to 
the button of the jump bar in response to re-sizing of the window of the contact manager 
by a user. 

Robertson discloses a method wherein the character code is a first character 
code, and wherein the method further comprises a step of assigning a second character 
code to the button of the jump bar in response to re-sizing of the window of the contact 
manager by a user (figure 10), to easily locate and share personal information with 
other users. 
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Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill of the art to modify 
Banerjee's method as described above, to conduct a search of contacts of the 
respective user and the search may be limited in scope to users that satisfy one or more 
particular search criteria, such as users that reside in a particular region or are affiliated 
with a particular group (paragraph 0012), as taught by Robertson. 

Regarding claim 9, Banerjee discloses a method wherein the first character code 
has a first numeric value, wherein the second character code has a second numeric 
value, and wherein the second numeric value is numerically greater than the first 
numeric value (highest value; paragraph 0023). 

3. Claim 4 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Banerjee 
in view of Robertson and in further view of James et al. (PGPUB 2005/01 98023), 
hereinafter referenced as James. 

Regarding claim 4, Banerjee in view of Robertson discloses a method of data 
entry for Indie languages, but does not specifically teach wherein the step of displaying 
the retrieved contact information includes displaying retrieved contact information in 
groups corresponding to the languages of the retrieved contact information. 

James discloses a method wherein the step of displaying the retrieved contact 
information (address book) includes displaying retrieved contact information in groups 
corresponding to the languages of the retrieved contact information (paragraphs 0008- 
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0009 and 0029-0033), to allow a user to choose the intended item if more than one 
interpretation is possible. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill of the art to modify 
Banjeree in view of Robertson's method as described above, to simultaneously use two 
or more languages in a single message or entry field (paragraph 0008), as taught by 
James. 

4. Claims 10-15 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Banerjee in view of Robertson and in further view of Flazsa et al. (PGPUB 
2003/0233340), hereinafter referenced as Flasza. 

Regarding claim 10, Banerjee discloses system, comprising: 
wherein each button is associated uniquely with a character code corresponding 
to an alphanumeric character of a character set (characters) having a single character 
code uniquely associated with each alphanumeric character of a plurality of languages 
(items consistent with the selected characters; paragraph 0031); and 

a computer software routine (application software) including a plurality of 
executable instructions (paragraphs 0006-0011), said computer software routine being 
operable to uniquely associate buttons of said plurality of buttons with character codes 
corresponding to alphanumeric characters of said character set (number of items 
consistent with selected characters; paragraph 0031), but does not specifically teach a 
plurality of buttons displayable in a graphical user interface window of a contact 
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manager and a button data table including a character code and associated weight for 
each of a plurality of alphanumeric characters that are assignable to the buttons of the 
plurality of buttons. 

Robertson discloses a system comprising a plurality of buttons (buttons) 
displayable in a graphical user interface window of a contact manager (figure 10 with 
paragraphs 0077-0082), to easily locate and share personal information with other 
users. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill of the art to modify 
Banerjee's method as described above, to conduct a search of contacts of the 
respective user and the search may be limited in scope to users that satisfy one or more 
particular search criteria, such as users that reside in a particular region or are affiliated 
with a particular group (paragraph 0012), as taught by Robertson. 

Banjeree in view of Robertson discloses a contact manager system, but does not 
specifically disclose a character code and associated weight for each of a plurality of 
alphanumeric characters. 

Flasza discloses a system wherein a character code (character code) and 
associated weight (weight) for each of a plurality of alphanumeric characters (figure 2 
with paragraphs 0019-0022), for sorting data. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill of the art to modify 
Banerjee in view of Robertson's system as described above, to aloe all character strings 
to be distinguished from one another and organized in a desirable sequence (paragraph 
0007), as taught by Flasza. 
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Regarding claim 11, it is interpreted and rejected for similar reasons as set forth 
in claim 10. In addition, Robertson discloses a system wherein said computer software 
routine is further operable to update said graphical user interface window of said contact 
manager with contact information (figure 10). 

Regarding claim 12, Banerjee discloses a system wherein said weight for each 
of said plurality of alphanumeric characters is based at least in part on the usage 
frequency (frequency index) of each said alphanumeric character within the language 
thereof (paragraph 0013 and 0023). 

Regarding claim 13, Banerjee discloses a system wherein said computer 
software routine is operable to uniquely associate a character code of a first 
alphanumeric character of a first language with a first button of said plurality of buttons 
and to uniquely associate a character code of a second alphanumeric character of a 
second language with a second button of said plurality of buttons (paragraph 0031 and 
0037). 

Regarding claim 14, Banerjee discloses a system wherein said computer 
software routine is operable to uniquely associate a character code of a first 
alphanumeric character of a first language with a button of said plurality of buttons and 
to uniquely associate a character code of a second alphanumeric character of a second 
language with said button of said plurality of buttons (paragraphs 0031 and 0037). 

Regarding claim 15, Banerjee discloses a system wherein said plurality of 
languages include at least one Indie language (Indie language; paragraph 0037). 
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35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 



Regarding claim 16, Flasza discloses a method of operating a jump bar of a 
contact manager, comprising the steps of: 

associating a weight (weight) with each character code (character code) of a 
plurality of character codes corresponding to respective alphanumeric characters of a 
language, wherein each character code of the plurality of character codes uniquely 
(unique number) corresponds in a one-to-one relationship to an alphanumeric character 
of a character set representing a plurality of alphanumeric characters of a plurality of 
languages, wherein the character codes associated with each language of the plurality 
of languages are arranged as respectively contiguous ranges of numbers (paragraph 
0020); 

selecting character codes from the plurality of character codes for association 
with respective rows of a plurality of rows of a table (figure 1 ); 

storing the selected character codes (code point) and associated weights in the 
table with each row of the table storing a character code and associated weight (weight; 
figures 2 and 3), but does not specifically teach identifying character codes of the 
selected character codes for display on buttons of a jump bar of a contact manager; 
and, displaying the alphanumeric characters corresponding to the identified character 
codes on respective buttons of the jump bar. 
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Robertson teaches a method of identifying character codes of the selected 
character codes for display on buttons of a jump bar of a contact manager; and, 
displaying the alphanumeric characters corresponding to the identified character codes 
on respective buttons of the jump bar (paragraphs 0077-0083 with figure 10), to locate 
and share personal information with other users. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill of the art to modify 
Flasza's method as described above, to conduct a search of contacts of the respective 
user and the search may be limited in scope to users that satisfy one or more particular 
search criteria, such as users that reside in a particular region or are affiliated with a 
particular group (paragraph 0012), as taught by Robertson. 

Regarding claim 18, Flasza discloses a method wherein the step of selecting 
character codes includes selecting character codes from the plurality of character codes 
(character code) based at least in part on the weights (weight) associated with the 
character codes (paragraph 0019-0022). 

Regarding claim 19, Flasza discloses a method wherein the selected character 
codes have associated weights which are greater than the associated weights (weight) 
of other character codes (character code)of the plurality of character codes (paragraph 
0019-0022). 

Regarding claim 20, it is interpreted and rejected for similar reasons as set forth 
in claim 16. In addition, Flasza discloses a method wherein the step of identifying 
character codes includes identifying character codes (character code) based at least in 
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part on the weights (weight) associated with the character codes (paragraph 0019- 
0022). 

6. Claims 17 and 21 is rejected under 35 U.S. C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Flasza in view of Robertson and in further view of Banerjee. 

Regarding claim 17, Flasza in view of Robertson discloses a method of 
operating a contact manager, but does not specifically teach assigning weights based at 
least on the determined frequency. 

Banerjee discloses a method wherein the step of associating a weight includes 
determining the frequency (frequency) with which an alphanumeric character 
(character) is used in the language thereof and assigning the weight based at least on 
the determined frequency (frequency; paragraph 0023), such that the user is presented 
with compatible items. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill of the art to modify 
Flasza in view of Robertson's method as described above, such that the user is 
presented with compatible items having the highest frequency (paragraph 0013), as 
taught by Banjeree. 

Regarding claim 21, Flasza in view of Robertson discloses a method of 
operating a contact manager, but does not specifically teach a method wherein the 
character set includes the Unicode character set. 
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Banerjee discloses a method wherein the character set includes the Unicode 
character set (Unicode; paragraphs 0010-0011), to understand languages which are 
written using Indie fonts. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill of the art to modify 
Flasza in view of Robertson's method as described above, to enable the input of text in 
an Indie language into a computer apparatus (paragraph 0001-0002), as taught by 
Banerjee. 

Conclusion 

7. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to JAKIEDA R. JACKSON whose telephone number is 
(571 )272-7619. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday from 
5:30am-2:00pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, David Hudspeth can be reached on 571-272-7843. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/David R Hudspeth/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2626 

JRJ 

September 12, 2008 



